INTRODUCTION

a much more positive conception of society on his own
part is implied in his appreciation of Coleridge, Even
at the stage at which he can call himself a Socialist his
thinking is still that of a mind for which the individual
is the prior fact; he works out from that to the idea of
society, and doesn't seem to arrive at any very full
inward recognition of the complexities covered by the
'individual-society5 antithesis. Yet the development is
a sufficiently remarkable one. The individualist, son
and pupil of James Mill, refining and deepening his
liberalism,1 comes in the eighteen-forties to avow him-
self a Socialist:

*In short, I was [had been] a democrat but not the
least of a Socialist. We were now much less democrats
than I had been, because so long as education continues
to be so -wretchedly imperfect, we dreaded the ignorance
and especially the selfishness and brutality of the mass:
but our ideal of ultimate improvement went far beyond
Democracy, and would class us decidedly under the
general designation of Socialists. While we repudiated
with the greatest energy that tyranny of society over
the individual which most Socialistic systems are sup-
posed to involve, we yet looked forward to a time when
society will no longer be divided into the idle and the
industrious; when the rule that they who do not work
shall not eat, will be applied not to paupers only, but
impartially to all; when the division of the produce of
labour, instead of depending, as in so great a degree it
now does, on the accident of birth, will be made by
concert on an acknowledged principle of justice; and
when it will no longer either be, or be thought to be,

1 'In this third period (as it may be termed) of my mental progress,
which now went hand in hand with hers, my opinions gained equally
in breadth and depth, I understood more things, and those which I
had understood before, I now understood more thoroughly.* Avlo
biography, p. 194.
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